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The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, September 14th, 2023 starting at 7.00pm.  The following matters were discussed.
Those present:- Councillors Iain Morison, Gordon Mowatt, Andrew Pearsall (Chair), Helen Parr (EDDC) and Carol Miltenburg, Clerk. 


MINUTES

1) Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Philip Webber. No declarations of interests in items in this meeting were made.

2) The members accepted the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on August 3rd, 2023 and they were signed by the Chair.

3) Reports from Councillors, Police etc Cllr Parr (EDDC) reported on the delay of plans to build new houses in Axminster, this may be resolved by using a nutrient trading platform. Whereby developers pay into a scheme to fund environmental schemes.  EDDC are looking improve the S106/CIL payment system to fund local facilities.  There was concern that the new development in Gittisham would put undue extra pressure on the Honiton surgery which is already struggling to see the numbers of patients unless provision is made.  Cllr Parr will monitor.

4) Matters arising from the previous minutes – None. 

5) Public Forum – None present. 

6) Highway Matters.  A35 update – We have been advised that a project for 3 basic crossings has been forwarded into the National Highways bidding process. It is also likely that NH will trim the hedges that encroach on the pavements. Clerk to put out a residents update.  
A35 Parish group – It was agreed to arrange a meeting in mid October.  Clerk to book suitable hall and contact the relevant parish Clerks.  
Devon County Council Stakeholder Liaison Team this was noted.  It was noted that the A35 will be closed for a night in early October.  The Council was not notified of this.

7) Finance.  Payments to be made – None.  Payments received EDDC £3250 precept. The bank statements were available for viewing. 

8)  Planning.  23/1819/VAR - land at The Old Coachouse Widworthy EX14 9JS; The members had no objections.   
Field entrance on A35 – this has been reported to the EDDC Enforcement Officer and National Highways are aware.  
Little Farm – the possible occupation has been reported to the EDDC Enforcement Officer. 

9)  Emergency Planning / Community participation.  Noticeboard installation – Cllr Pearsall will advise when he has obtained the posts etc.  Community flower beds – The members were shown a brochure of examples and liked the concept.  In the short term it was agreed to purchase narcissus bulbs to be planted on the verges when the A35 is closed.  Cllr Morison will obtain them.  Cllr Pearsall will check the bus shelter and advise what maintenance is required.

10)  Correspondence received. Website – it was decided to go for the basic hosting option provided by Hugo Fox ltd.  The Devon Assn of Local Councils AGM & East Devon AONB AGM are due shortly, noted. Peninsular Transport – sustainable transport – noted.

11)  Any Other Business. 

Date, place & time of next meeting October 26th, 2023 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm

The meeting ended at 8.45pm.
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