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The Councillors were summoned to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish and the meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, March 28th, 2025 the meeting started at 7.00pm.  The following matters were discussed.

Those present Councillors Gordon Mowatt (Chair), Andrew Pearsall and Philip Webber and Helen Parr (EDDC).  Also present Carol Miltenburg (Clerk) and member of the public Mr Andrew Leach.


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH

The Annual Meeting of the Parish took place from 7.00pm in Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday March 28th, 2025.
Cllr Mowatt  – reported on the work of the Council over the past year.  There has been progress in several areas notably the A35, the hedges bounding the pavement and the daffodils on the verge, the noticeboards will go up shortly, the Council is purchasing a container to store its road and snow warden equipment and to hold equipment to be used in emergencies.  It is planned to offer residents free defibrillator training.  The Chair also welcomed Cllr Diana Preston as a rejoining member and thanked Mr Ian Morison, who recently stood down, for his contribution to the work of the Council over the past few years.



PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The Parish Council meeting started at 7.16pm


MINUTES 
1) Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Preston.  No declaration of interests in items in this meeting were made.

2) The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on February 20th, 2025 were accepted and signed by the Chair. Proposed AP seconded PW.

3) New Council members.  The vacancy will be advertised in the Polling Station at the upcoming election.

4) Reports from Councillors – Cllr Parrs report has been circulated to the members.  Police - none, Village Hall – Cllr Webber reported that the repairs should be completed within the month and re-emphasised that the Hall is available for events and bookings.  Cllrs Mowatt and Pearsall attended virtually the recent EDDC event on the local devolution discussions.  The final decision should be made at the end of April.  Cllr Pearsall attended the meeting on the EDDC Local Plan. Mr Andrew Leach advised about the formation of a Widworthy Community Fund using the profits from the Fete. There are 4 custodians of the fund.  This is to be used for community events to enhance the feeling of community in Widworthy & Wilmington suggestions for events have included live music, coffee & cake mornings, Bowls/skittles, fireworks evening, barbeque evening.  The funds will be held by the Parish Council on behalf of the custodians.  Clerk to forward bank details to Mr Leach.

5) Matters arising from the previous minutes. .gov.uk website / e mail addresses – this has now been set up by the hosting company ready to go ahead shortly.  The members agreed the format for the e mail addresses. 

6) Public Forum. 

7) Highway Matters.  A35 update.  A35 Parish group.  Verge cutting – the trimming of the verges by the A35 was discussed.  Hedges – the members thanked those residents who have trimmed the hedges back from the pavements. It was noted that the pavement from Hayne Lane area east is still encroached by an apron of debris under the hedges.  This gives to illusion of the width of the pavement being narrower than it actually should be, this debris needs to be removed to get the pavement to its original size.  

8) Finance.  Payments to be made C Miltenburg £582.31 salary & expenses. Proposed AP Seconded PW. Payments received – none. The bank statements were available for viewing. Internal Auditor – it was noted one needs to be appointed for this financial year.  

9)  Planning.  APP/U1105/C appeal – The members fully supported the original decision by EDDC and our original comments stand.  East Devon Local Plan consultation – noted.

10)  Emergency Planning / Community participation.  Noticeboard installation – on going. Defibrillator – new pads have been fitted. Storage container – it was proposed for the Clerk to go ahead with the purchase if the DCC grant funding is approved.  Proposed AP seconded PW.  Emergency plan – will progress over the coming weeks.

11)  Correspondence received. – Notes on the elections on May 1st 2025.

12)  Items to be discussed at future meetings. 

The meeting ended at 8.55pm

Date, place & time of next meeting date Thursday May 8th, 2025 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm.  This will incorporate the Annual Parish Meeting where the members elect their Chairman etc for the coming year.
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