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The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, January 18th, 2024 starting at 7.00pm.  The following matters were discussed.

Those present:- Councillors Gordon Mowatt, Andrew Pearsall (Chair) and Philip Webber also Marcus Hartnell (DCC) and Helen Parr (EDDC) and Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).

MINUTES


1) Apologies for absence – Cllr Iain Morison. No declaration of interests in items in this meeting were made.

2) The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on December 7th, 2023 were amended as follows:-  Addition to Item 7 Mud – “The Council appreciate Mr Vernon contacting us and providing evidence”.  The minutes were then approved by those present and signed by the Chair.

3) Reports from Councillors, Police etc.  Cllr Parrs monthly report has been forwarded to the members.  She is very concerned about the recent review which identified instances of bullying, EDDC is due to undergo a peer review using outside council officers coming in to look at procedures.   Due to the public response it has been decided to keep open the public toilets until 2025 and then review again.
Cllr Hartnells monthly report has been forwarded to the members.  He reported that DCC is receiving funding from the cancelled HS2 project and Widworthy will benefit with work to repair potholes etc at 1) Summerhayes – Stokers Farm and 2) Hayne Lane.  It is hoped these will be undertaken over the coming months.

4) Matters arising from the previous minutes. Co-option of Councillor – a suitable candidate has been identified and Cllr Pearsall will be contacting them shortly.  Councillor Training – This will take place on January 24th in Kilmington.  It is hoped Cllr Morison will attend.  It was agreed to place a Village Hall page on the council website - Cllr Webber will supply content. 

5) Public Forum.  None present.

6) Highway Matters.  A35 update – Clerk to chase Highways England re hedge trimming along the pavements.  
A35 Parish group - no update at present.  
Road Warden scheme – the Council have received the signed agreement from DCC and Cllr Pearsall will be undergoing training shortly.  
Flooded lane above Cookshayes.  There was a lengthy discussion on the continual flooding on this lane and the exceptionally deep pothole within.  It was agreed that this is an important route for the local residents.  Cllr Hartnell agreed to contact Cllr Stuart Hughes (DCC cabinet member for Highway Management) to push for a permanent repair.  Clerk to contact Colyton, Southleigh, Northleigh and Farway Parish Councils for support.

7) Finance.  Payments to be made C Miltenburg £659.92 salary & expenses, re issue Hugo Fox £122.28 to replace original lost in post, TRIP £100.00 donation.   Proposed Cllr Mowatt, seconded Cllr Webber. 
Payments received - none.  
The bank statements were available for viewing. 
Donations – In view of the threat to the existence of TRIP and the service it provided to our residents it was agreed to give an additional donation of £100 – Unanimous agreement.  
Precept – It was agreed to raise the precept to £6800 to keep in line with inflation. Proposed Cllr Pearsall Seconded Cllrs Mowatt & Webber.

8)  Planning.  23/2700/OHL - Land North f Moorcox Lane, Wilmington - Proposal to place an additional conductor to an existing overhead High Voltage line. This was noted by the members.  
Clerk to notify EDDC concerning the new signs erected outside the quarry.  It is thought these will require planning permission.

9)  Emergency Planning / Community participation.  Noticeboard installation – this will be done when the weather is suitable.

10)  Correspondence received. None

11)  Any Other Business. Meeting calendar – this was circulated to those present.

Date, place & time of next meeting February 22nd at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm

 The meeting ended at 8.55pm
