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The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, December 12th, 2024 starting at 7.00pm.  Those present Councillors Gordon Mowatt (Chair), Diana Preston, Philip Webber also Helen Parr (EDDC),  Carol Miltenburg, Clerk and member of the public -  Mr Andrew Leach.


MINUTES

1) Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Pearsall.  No declaration of interests in items in this meeting were made.

2) Cllr Mowatt welcomed our new member, Diana Preston.

3) The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on October 31st, 2024 were accepted and signed by the Chair.  Proposed PW, seconded DP.

4) Matters arising from the previous minutes. Cllr Mowatt confirmed that the daffodil bulbs have now been planted along the verges.

5) Reports from Councillors – Cllr Parr reported that the Local Plan has been fully examined and will go out to consultation in January, when all can comment.  The National Planning Policy Framework is also being looked at. 
Fete – Mr Leach reported that the 2024 Fete had raised around £4000 with donations going to the Church and Village Hall. In all there will be approximately £2000 profit which is to go towards village amenities.  It was agreed that this money would be held in the Parish Councils no2 account ready for use. It was felt that a sub-committee for it spending should be set up and that a coffee morning at the Village Hall would be a good way to get started.   
Police – no report. 
Village Hall – Cllr Webber reported that the Hall is now fully available to hire for events – the cleaning from the flooding is complete.  He reiterated that although Fat City Antiques operate from the Hall, it is cleared for use when hired. 

6) Public Forum. 

7) Highway Matters.  A35 update – entrance on A35- Cllr Webber had been asked by residents what progress was being made on removing the entrance.  As reported previously this is with the EDDC Legal Dept for action.  
A35 Parish group – the Clerk gave details of the recent letter to Mr Richard Foord MP concerning the funding of the mitigation measures for the A35. 
Hedges – The members were very pleased with the response to the request to cut back the hedges along the A35.  It was agreed the Council should look at taking action for those where the hedges are still encroaching the pavement.  Clerk to get advice on next steps of legal action and obtain quotes from possible contractors.
Verge cutting – Clerk still awaiting information from Highways England and has chased and will seek quotes from possible contractors.    
Flooding from field – still awaiting reply from Env. Agency, this has also been chased by the EDDC emergency planning officer.

8) Finance.  Payments – none required.   Payments received - none.  Precept f/yr 2025/26 – the Council expenditure will be circulated to the members before the next meeting, for a decision to be made at the next meeting. The members discussed possible local charities that the Council could contribute to in the new year.  The bank statements were. available for viewing.

9)  Planning. 24/2056/FUL - 4 Orchard Close, Wilmington, EX14 9JH. First floor side extension and construction of balcony to the rear.  The members had no objections.  Proposed PW seconded DP.

10)  Emergency Planning / Community participation.  Noticeboard installation – this has been delayed. Storage shed – Cllr Pearsall is getting quotes but was unable to attend this meeting.  A list of flood barrier suppliers has been supplied to the Village Hall and some of those who were flooded earlier this year.  Emergency leaflet – a list of emergency contact numbers will be added to the leaflet.

11)  Correspondence received. None

12)  Items for future discussion and consideration

Date, place & time of next meeting:- Thursday, January 16th, 2025 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm

The meeting ended at 9.06pm
