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The Councillors were summoned to attend the annual meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Home Farm Hotel on Wednesday, May 29th, 2024.  Due to the room being unavailable the members decamped to the Village Hall. The meeting started at 7.15pm.
Those present:- Councillors Gordon Mowatt, Andrew Pearsall, Phil Webber, Helen Parr (EDDC), Carol Miltenburg, Clerk.  Two members of the public. 



Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council

MINUTES

1. Cllr Pearsall opened the meeting and asked for nominations for Chair of the Council. Cllr Mowatt accepted his nomination by Cllr Pearsall, seconded by Cllr Webber.  Cllr Webber accepted his nomination as Vice Chair by Cllr Mowatt, seconded by Cllr Pearsall. Any other posts will be dealt with on an ad hoc basis.

2. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Morison and Cllr Marcus Hartnell (DCC). Cllr Pearsall declared an interest in item 10a (using land adjacent to the site).

3. The Council received and confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on April 4th, 2024. Proposed AP, seconded PW. The minutes were signed by the Chair.

4. Matters arising from the previous minutes. .gov.uk website & e mail addresses. This has been investigated and is not mandatory so it was agreed to defer a decision to later in the year (Nov/Dec).  The members agreed they should use a dedicated e mail address for Council use where possible.  

5. Reports from Councillors and village organisations – Cllr Parrs comments have been circulated to the members. Various EDDC events have been cancelled due to the upcoming General Election.  
Cllrs Pearsall and Webber attended the EDDC planning webinar, which was mainly concerned with the proposed new towns east of Exeter.  
Village Hall – Cllr Webber showed the members the damage to, the Village Hall from the recent flooding event.  It has mud and silt throughout.  The insurance assessors have viewed the damage and the cleaning will start shortly.  The new log burner has been installed and certified. 
CLT – Information is still being gathered on potential sites.


6. Public Forum.  Lack of visibility at the Hayne Lane junction with the A35.  It was thought the hedge/sleepers to the north have gradually encroached on the highway & pavement. Over time the visibility has gradually become more obscured and hazardous to both vehicles and pedestrians. Disappointment was expressed that it is the property and responsibility of a Council member.  In view of the location, it is likely a trained contractor will have to deal with the problem.  Clerk to contact DCC Highways and Highways England as it is felt to be an urgent safety measure.  
Bridleway / Green lane off Hayne Lane - this has been very damaged in the recent storm. Many rocks washed down and blocked and diverted the stream which partially flooded a house and left a lot of rubble on the road.  This has been partially cleared.  The DCC flood resilience officer is visiting the site in the next week.  Clerk to forward details of the Green Lane Association charity who may be able to provide guidance.  

7. The members reviewed the existing Standing Orders & Financial Regulations (adopted May 2022) and agreed to continue them.  Proposed AP seconded PW.  Review of FOI Act & Data Protection Act Procedures, ICO registration. The members felt the present procedures are adequate. Proposed AP seconded PW.  Confirmation of members interest forms – these will be forwarded to members for checking.

8. Review of appointment of members to committees / external organisations and any new committees required. This will be done on an ad hoc basis when required.

9. Highway Matters.  A35 updates – Hedges encroaching on pavements - Clerk to contact Highways England re hedge trimming letter. The Clerk reported there had been no response from the Environment Agency re flooding from the field. Hayne Lane mirror – this is pending to find one with a bigger certified distance.

10. Planning Applications & updates.  24/0750/FUL - timber clad garage/store.  Wellington Farm Wilmington EX14 9JR.  No objections were raised.  Note the application has been granted by EDDC on the day prior to our meeting. 
Hills quarry – The out of hours “working” incident has been checked by EDDC and found acceptable in this instance.  Re Signs Clerk to get clarification from EDDC.   A35 field entrance – this is with the EDDC Legal Department.

11. Finance – a) Payments to be made DALC £36 training, Gallagher £414.71 insurance Proposed PW seconded AP.   Payments received - Nil
b) Review of inventory of Council assets. This was reviewed, amended and was felt satisfactory.  Proposed AP seconded PW.
c) Review of insurance cover.  This was reviewed, amended and was felt satisfactory.  Proposed AP seconded PW.
d) Review of subscriptions. The Council is a member of the DALC, this will continue.  Proposed AP seconded PW.
e) Annual accounts.  The members reviewed the annual accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Return.  
The Council satisfies the conditions of the Certificate of Exemption, which the Chair duly signed. Proposed AP seconded PW.
The Annual Internal Audit Report was considered and accepted.  Proposed AP seconded PW.
The Annual Governance statement was agreed and signed by the Chair. Proposed AP seconded PW.
The Accounting Statements were received and approved and signed by the Chair.  Proposed AP seconded PW.


12. Emergency Planning /Community Participation. Emergency plan – this will be circulated to the members. Cllr Webber will locate a suitable shed to store the road equipment.
Flooding event – Clerk to notify Highways England that the water from the ditch adjacent to the A35 does not run into the field but through a 4” pipe set into a wall approx. half way along the field.  It is thought this then runs into the normal drainage system under the road.

13. Correspondence received. Letter from Richard Foord MP concerning correspondence with the Council any hand over with the upcoming General Election. 

14. Items for future discussion and consideration.  Hayne Lane junction.

Date, place & time of next meeting:-  Thursday, June 27th, 2024 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm

The meeting ended at 9.10pm
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