WIDWORTHY PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Clerk: Carol Miltenburg, Colhayne Close, Colhayne Lane, Shute, Devon, EX13 7QQ
Tel:- 01404 831080   e mail:- clerk@widworthy.eastdevon.gov.uk
[bookmark: _Hlk8222941]www.widworthyparishcouncil.org.uk
 
The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, February 20th 2025 starting at 7.00pm.  The following matters were discussed.
Those present:- Councillors Gordon Mowatt (Chair), Andrew Pearsall, Diana Preston, Philip Webber and Helen Parr (EDDC) and Carol Miltenburg (Clerk). 

MINUTES 

1) Apologies for absence – none made.  A possible declaration of interests in items in this meeting was made by Cllr Pearsall in Item 9 as he lives nearby to Canonsleigh. There is no direct interest.

2) The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on January 16th, 2025 were accepted and signed by the Chair.  Proposed AP Seconded DP.

3) Parish council membership. An update will be issued shortly.

4) Reports from Councillors – Cllr Helen Parr (EDDC) reported that the Local Plan is out for consultation and encouraged everyone to participate.  It was noted that the proportion of affordable to commercial housing is being adjusted. There will be elections in May for DCC.  The devolution of Devon is up for discussion – there is no agreement amongst the District Councils at the moment on the split.  Community Grants – this has not been used for a whilst and will become available in the coming months.  
Cllr Arnott’s report has been circulated.
Police & Church – no update. 
Village Hall – The final work to replace the skirting boards and rotten wood will start in March. The floor tiles will be deep cleaned and sealed in the warmer weather.
CLT – The CLT will be commenting on the Planning Policy.

5) Matters arising from the previous minutes.  .gov.uk website / e mail addresses – the change to the new format is underway by Hugo Fox.  It was felt widworthypc.gov.uk was a better address than the original one suggested.  Clerk to advise Hugo Fox.
Hedges.  The members agreed to meet over the weekend to walk the pavement and view the hedges and forward the addresses of those needing cutting back to National Highways.

6) Public Forum. None present.

7) Highway Matters.  A35 update – It was noted that the pipe from the ditch into the drainage system was blocked by the rain today, this despite the recent clearing work.  National Highways notified. National Highways are meeting today with the Environment Agency to discuss possibly co-operating on the proposed drainage works.  Clerk to enquire with National Highways how the crossing places will be marked and to remind that we would like the cats eys removing.  A35 Parish group – carried forward.  Verge cutting – this will not be permitted by the National Highways contractor.  

8) Finance.  Payments – Hugo Fox £143.86 – web site.   Payments received – none.  Proposed DP seconded PW.  The bank statements were available for viewing. 

9)  Planning.  
25/0142/FUL – Canonsleigh, Wilmington, EX14 9JQ.  Sub division of an existing home.  The Council Objected to this application.  They felt their previous reservations and comments relating to over development of the site, foul drainage system and concerns over the entrance on the A35 still apply.  Proposed PW seconded DP
25/0058/FUL - The Sheiling, Hayne Lane, Wilmington. Retrospective application. The Council had no objections to this application.  Proposed PW seconded DP
East Devon Local Plan consultation. AP attended the webinar by EDDC.  This dealt with the housing requirement for the coming 6 years and the need to build approx.. 1000 new homes per year.  Members and residents are encouraged to complete the consultation online.
Houses of multiple occupation.  The comments by EDDC were noted.

10)  Emergency Planning / Community participation.  Noticeboard installation – Clerk to take these to Cllr Pearsall.  
Defibrillator – the replacement pads have arrived. 
Storage shed – Grant to be applied for and shed to be ordered.  
Emergency leaflet – carried over.  
Env Agency re field – detailed above.

11)  Correspondence received. None

12)  Items for consideration at future meetings.  Idea to improve the village. 

Date, place & time of next meeting date March 27th 2025 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm.  This meeting incorporates the Annual Meeting of the Parish.

The meeting ended at 9pm
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