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The Councillors were summoned to attend the meeting of Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Thursday, June 25th starting at 7.00pm.  
The following matters were discussed.
Those present Councillors Susan Duffy, Diana Preston (Chair) and Philip Webber also Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).

MINUTES 

1) Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Helen Parr (EDDC).  No declaration of interests in items in this meeting were made.

2) The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on May 13th 2026 were accepted and signed by the Chair.  Proposed SD seconded PW.

3) Recruitment of new Council members.  The Council has notified EDDC of the vacancies and are awaiting confirmation of an election / permission to co-opt.  Cllr Webber will speak to a number of possible recruits.  The Council presently has the minimum number of members to be quorate and it two below the maximum number permitted. 

4) Review continuation of existing Standing Orders & Financial Regulations (adopted May 2022).  Review of FOI Act & Data Protection Act Procedures, ICO registration.  
This item carried forward to the next meeting.

5) Confirmation of members interest forms.  Cllrs Preston and Webber have changes to make to their forms.  Clerk to e mail new forms.

6) Review of appointment of members to committees / external organisations and any new committees required.  Due to the number of members no committees are required at present.  All items will be discussed in full council, this can be reviewed on an ad hoc basis. Proposed PW seconded SD.

7) The members reviewed the inventory of Council assets as at 31st March 2026 and found it accurate as far as they are aware.  Proposed SD seconded PW.

8) Review / re-enrolment with The Pensions Regulator.  This was reviewed and noted, the Council presently does not fall within the regulations.  Proposed PW seconded SD.

9) Reports from Councillors - none, 
Police – The Clerk reported that the Police would like to attend the Fete as part of their community relations drive.  The contact details of the organisers have been passed on for next years event.  
Village Hall – PW reported that the yard in the Village Hall has been cleared recently which will allow the area to used.  The members discussed events that could be held at the Hall to increase community involvement.  
Church – DP reported that the Church is considering running a number of community events also to increase community involvement.

10)  Matters arising from the previous minutes. None

11)  Public Forum. None present.

12)  Highway Matters.  A35 update – Cllr Webber had travelled the Dorset section of the A35 and commented that the works with the speed cameras etc is well advanced.  Members also were pleased at the resurfacing of the pavements in Wilmington from the White Hart to Hayne Lane, which they had not been informed of in advance.  This involved also moving the skirt of plant debris from the inside edge to allow the new surface to be laid which has widened the usable area as far as possible.  Members did note that the pavement east of Hayne Lane is also in desperate need of having the vegetation skirt removed and the hedges cut back.  This is generally the responsibility of the respective householders.

13)  Finance.  Payments to be made C Miltenburg £822.69 salary etc, G Mowatt £230.80 noticeboard expenses, Langworthy Fencing £669.60 clearance of V Hall yard, ICO £47.00 annual registration.   Payments received - none.  Proposed SD seconded PW.
The bank statements were available for viewing. 

14)  Review of subscriptions & Direct Debits.  The members reviewed and approved the annual and monthly subscriptions as at April 2026 – to Devon Assn of Local Councils (membership), Hugo Fox (website and e mails) Information Commissioner (registration) and Parish on Line (membership).  Proposed PW seconded SD

15) Planning.  
26/0822/FUL - Gibbons Farm, Wilmington, EX14 9JQ. conversion of a redundant building to form 1 no. residential dwelling.  The members discussed this application at their recent meeting and felt they could not support it due to the bad access to the site.  
They felt that the visibility splay for vehicles entering and exiting the driveway was too restricted to be safe on to the A35, it is basically only the width of the pavement.  
They also felt the driveway is too narrow to deal with multiple vehicles, especially delivery vehicles, which they felt would involve them stopping on the A35 rather than turning into the driveway.  This was felt to be a problem especially in the construction phase.  
Concern was expressed about the possibility of scaffolding having to be used in the construction phase blocking the pavement and encroaching into the A35 carriageway.
Proposed PW seconded SD.
26/0896/FUL - 4 Orchard Close Wilmington, EX14 9JH.  Retrospective application to change hipped roof end to gable for structural reasons. No Objections. Proposed SD seconded PW. 

16)  Emergency Planning / Community participation.  The members discussed the need to recruit more volunteers for all the village organisations to allow more community events to take place and reduce the load on those currently involved.  

17)  Correspondence received. None.

18)  Items to be discussed at future meetings. 


Date, place & time of next meeting date Thursday July 31st, 2025 at Wilmington Village Hall starting at 7.00pm.  
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